	AAPA PHS Academy Board Meeting

	Minutes
	January 12, 2009
	         19:00
	Conference call

	

	Type of meeting
	Academy General Membership Meeting

	Facilitator
	CDR Gary Cole

	Attendees
	LCDR Stephen Smith, LT Pieter Van Horn, LT Mark McKinnon, LCDR Mark Dib, LT Robert Swanson

	

	Agenda topics

	

	Business Items
	                                           CDR Cole

	Items Discussed
	· Government Affairs Reimbursement Committee (GARC) position statement on SG Appointment
· COA Position Statement on SG Appointment
· PHSAPA Position Statement on SG Appointment

	
	

	Government Affairs Reimbursement Committee (GARC) postion on SG Appointment
	                                        LT McKinnon          

	Discussion
	· GARC wants PHSAPA to join them in a position paper supporting appointment of SG from within ranks of Commissioned Corps and not supporting President Obama’s appointment of Dr. Sonjay Gupta

	Conclusion
	· LT McKinnon suggested that PHSAPA support this position, although doing so at this point would most likely not affect appointment by Obama Administration.

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Board Members to re-visit this discussion
	Board Members
	N/A

	
	
	


	COA Position Statement on SG Appointment
	                                        LT McKinnon          

	Discussion
	· COA has long advocated for a return to the practice of appointing the Surgeon General from within the career ranks of the Commissioned Corps as is the policy for all other uniformed services. COA is, therefore, disappointed that the incoming Administration appears to maintaining a position consistent with most since the mid-1960s by choosing a surgeon general from outside the Corps. Continuing to bypass career PHS officers for the top leadership role in public health is unhealthy for the career aspirations of these dedicated and highly talented public servants. Several recent reports and studies by prominent public health advocacy groups have strongly urged greater independence and authority for the office of Surgeon General. The best way to achieve this key goal is to maintain the integrity and professionalism of the post by appointing a career officer as Surgeon General. Which is not to say that an individual with Dr. Gupta's background and experience would not be successful as Surgeon General. If Dr. Gupta is, in fact, nominated and confirmed as the 18th Surgeon General, our hope is that he will emerge as the next Dr. Koop. COA will do all we can to ensure the success of the next Surgeon General, no matter who fills this critically important position

	Conclusion
	· LT McKinnon suggested that PHSAPA support this position along with GARC

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Board Members to re-visit this discussion
	Board Members
	N/A


	PHSAPA Position statement on SG Appointment
	                         CDR Cole , LT Van Horn      

	Discussion
	· CDR Cole Suggests that PHSAPA should follow GARC and COA’s position on President Obama’s appointment on Dr. Sonjay Gupta
· Pros and Cons of this Statement must be discussed
· Gupta as a polarizing and respected figure may help the Corps with more public recognition which may translate into federal monies in the future vs. PHSAPA following COA and GARC

· PHSAPA only has small number of members, what impact would this make?

· Would a position Statement from PHSAPA hurt us?

	Conclusion
	· No official vote was taken at this meeting
· PHSAPA to consider position statement

	Action items
	Person responsible
	Deadline

	Board Members to re-visit this discussion
	Board Members
	N/A


