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January 31, 2010
Good Day Fellow PA,

It is the middle of winter up here in New England and the temperature reads 2F and with the winds gusting up to 35 miles per hour.  I am glad to be inside.  The good news is that each morning, the sun is staying up a few more minutes longer each day and it will not be long before several of us will be enjoying the warmth of the Atlanta, Georgia sunshine at the AAPA Conference in May/June 2010.
Before we go to Atlanta, we first need to take care of some business.  Our current Constitution and Bylaws of the Public Health Service Academy of Physician Assistants mandate that we should elect our Board of Directors at the annual AAPA meeting.  I am proposing to change the bylaws (Specifically Article II Elections) to include language so that we are not bound to conduct an election at the AAPA Conference, but rather through the use of tools that are now available to us that were not available when this constitution was originally written.  We cannot assume that in today’s economic environment, that enough people will have the funds to go to the AAPA Conference on any given year.  Additionally, it is imperative to have the voice of all members when it comes to voting and to make use of a web based survey/election tool to allow the opportunity for each voice to be heard. The same goes for making amendments (Specifically, Article VII Amendments) to the constitution.
A special meeting will take place in 60 days in which we will vote to either accept the new language or not.  
Please review the portion of the Constitution and Bylaws on the second page of this letter.  The black ink is the way it currently stands; the red ink is a copy of the black ink with blue ink indicating the proposed changes to the wording.  From February 1 – February 24th, comments may be submitted via email by any PHSAPA member to both Stephen.smith2@fda.hhs.gov and rodneysluss@aol.com . These comments will be considered as a final version will be decided upon by the BOD and submitted for vote to all members through Survey Monkey starting March 25th and closing on March 31st.
Stephen C. Smith

Stephen C. Smith, MS, PA-C 

PHSAPA President

Speaking of Atlanta, Georgia, and the annual AAPA conference, it is time for our PHSAPA BOD to announce our PHSAPA Annual Meeting that has been tentatively scheduled for June 1, 2010.  We have requested a room from AAPA for this date and they should be letting us know the location, time and confirm the date within the next two months.  More information will develop as the next few months will quickly be upon us.  You can always find updates in our minutes of our meetings on the http://www.phsapa.com/ .  If you missed out on the December 10th meeting where CDR Bonfiglio provided highlights of the PAPAG, LCDR Bunnell provided highlights of the HSPAC and RADM Milner made a guest appearance noting several CPO updates and highlights; check it out at: http://www.phsapa.com/Links.html 
Anyone who is planning on going to the AAPA Conference, and plans on potentially attending this meeting, we will be asking for your “probability of participation” in the Survey Monkey to help us with the size of the room and what quantity of refreshments we should order.  

Article II   Elections (Bylaws)
Section 1

The election of the Board of Directors shall be held at the annual meeting of the Academy. Written notice of the annual meeting shall be given to all members no less than sixty days prior to the annual meeting, listing the date, time, and place.

The election of the Board of Directors shall be conducted by proxy, electronically via a web based survey /election tool.  Written notice of the election shall be provided to all members no less than sixty days prior to the election close date. 
Section 2

At the annual AAPA meeting, the membership shall elect those Board members whose terms expire as of the following annual meeting.

At the annual meeting, the membership shall officially announce the election results that were conducted through a web based survey /election tool for those Board members whose terms expire as of the following annual meeting.

Article VII   Amendments (Constitution)
The Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority of the voting members present or voting by proxy at the annual meeting or general membership responding to a mail ballot.

The Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds majority of the voting members present or voting by proxy at the annual meeting or general membership responding to a web based survey /election tool with a no less than sixty day notification. 
Send comments to both Stephen.smith2@fda.hhs.gov and rodneysluss@aol.com 
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Mark the Date: All Members Conference Call, 


11 Feb 2010, 0800pm EST (2000)     


Call in 866-619-7571 passcode:  4274208 remember to press *6 to mute




















