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March 31, 2009
Greetings Fellow PA,

MEMBERSHIP DUES R DUE: The Public Health Service Academy of Physician Assistants (PHSAPA) invites you to start or renew your membership for our fiscal year of July 1st 2009 – June 30th, 2010.  The PHSAPA is celebrating 29 years as a constituent chapter of the AAPA.  An early goal of the organization was to improve public health awareness and action across the country.  This is realized by all of you by your work to promote quality and cost effective health care both in and out of uniform.  
The PHSAPA requests that during the months of April through June 2009 that you go to our website www.PHSAPA.com and follow the directions to submit your annual dues of $45.00. If you are a PA in good standing with AAPA as a fellow member, please select Fellow Membership and provide your AAPA membership #.  If you are a PA who is not a member of AAPA please select Affiliate Membership. We have simplified the questionnaire and are able to only accept checks.   We no longer do Pay-pal as the challenges of annual changeover to a new treasurer and increasing overhead cost did not justify the few who used it. We apologize for this inconvenience for those few and hope it makes sense how we spend your investment in our organization. We will send out your membership cards in bulk once a month.  Your online entry sends us an email that alerts us to your mailed check and allows us to communicate with you its progress (It also minimizes the interpretive skills needed to read hand written entries). We thank you for your support and suggestions.  
CONFERENCE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED:  CDR Cole and LCDR Smith are prepared to present your voice in the HOD at the AAPA conference May 2009 in San Diego, CA.  This year we have 55 resolutions to review.  We also have opportunity, especially for Company Grade officers (0-1 thru 0-3) to be Aide-de-Camp for VIPs and Color Guard.  We are looking for three to five volunteers to be the Color Guard at the AAPA House of Delegates opening ceremony on Saturday morning May 23, and/ or the opening ceremony on May 24th or 25th.  For those of you who have never done this, you march in rhythm down the aisle; post the colors and march back. We will practice for less than an hour before it starts while in full dress blues and you get a certificate of participation for your CV.  Contact LT McKinnon at mark.mcKinnon@hhs.gov , he will have more details for the Color Guard.  Contact CDR Cole at gcsnowhawk2000@yahoo.com , he will have more details for the Aide de Camp.
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PHSAPA OFFICES TO FILL:  That’s right! We are opening up the doors of opportunity to you.  Our Board has a few positions open, the first being a DIRECTOR and the second being the VICE PRESIDENT.  If you have never been on a board and would like to test your wings, the DIRECTOR position is a great way to take on some committee work without the challenges of running an organization.  It lets you see how things are done and steps you into the option of “taking it higher”.  The VICE PRESIDENT is a little more.  You are essentially signing up for three years. The first year you watch, learn and jump in where you can.  The second year you run it as the PRESIDENT.  The third year, you are the Past President and get to be the mentor to the President.    I have had a great year as the VP and look forward to next year.  It has been a pleasure to work with CDR Gary Cole who was the President and have the guidance of CDR Hunter-Buskey who was the Past President.  LT Mark McKinnon continues to support our group with his experiences coordinating details at conference or reminding us of protocol.  It really is a team approach.   Next newsletter I will note some of the accomplishments of our other board members who have really brought our group up a few notches. Anyone who is interested in these positions, please email Stephen.smith2@fda.hhs.gov or call LCDR Smith.  I will probably ask for a paragraph about you to share with our current board members when it is time to vote in MAY, 2009. Deadline for entries will be FRIDAY, MAY 1, 2009.
Thank you.
Stephen C.  Smith
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Today’s Date: 
______                      
Name: 


_                      
 Rank: 







Preferred Address:










E-Mail:







H-Phone: 





 
C-Phone:







W-Phone:







Branch of Service: _______________

  

Agency (example: BOP/IHS): 








AAPA #: __________________________ NCCPA #: __________________________________
Civil Service/GS Rating: 


 Active Duty/Retired___________________
I would like to serve PHSAPA in the following capacity:  __ Membership __Newsletter (Writing/Editing Articles)   __ CME Planning__ Legislative __ Leadership __ HOD __ Speaker / Topic ____________________________  other: _______________________

DUES

___ Membership - $ 45.00 (through June 30, 2010)

___Student Membership - Exempt                                                Check Number: ________
Make your membership check payable to: PHSAPA Membership
Attn: Rodney Sluss, LT USPHS
4201 Massachusetts Ave., NW, APT 7011E
Washington DC 20016.

* see next page
Membership Categories:

This academy shall be representative of uniformed and civil service physician assistants employed by an agency within the United States Department of Health and Human Services, Department of Homeland Security, or the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The academy shall also represent PAs employed by federally recognized Native American/Alaskan Indian entities.  Retired PAs from these agencies may also belong and have full voting privileges and be able to hold office. 
Please indicate one designation on the form

___Fellow Membership: A PA who is a graduate of CAHEA, CAAHEP, or a successor agency approved physician assistant program which is certified by an agency approved by the American Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA), House of Delegates and is employed by an agency of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). , Department of Homeland Security, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, or a federally recognized Native American/Alaskan Indian entity, and be a fellow member in good standing of the American Academy of Physician Assistants Fellow members, or be eligible for fellow membership and can verify A.A.P.A. membership within one (1) year.
___Affiliate Membership: An affiliate member shall be a person from the health professions who desires to associate with the academy and who is approved by the Board. Affiliate members shall be entitled to the privilege of the floor but shall not be entitled to vote nor to hold office.
___Student Membership: An individual who is enrolled in a CAHEA, CAAHEP, or a successor agency approved physician assistant program which is certified by an agency approved by the AAPA, House of Delegates. Applicants for the Student membership must verify their student status in a manner acceptable to the membership committee.

___Physician Membership: A physician member of the Public Health Service Academy of Physician Assistants shall be a doctor of medicine or osteopathy who wishes to associate with the Academy. They shall have the privilege of the floor but shall not be entitled to vote nor hold office. They shall not be exempt from paying dues. 

.

Article II   Purposes of the Academy

The purposes of this academy are to render loyal and honest service to the medical profession and to the public, to develop and enforce Continuing Medical Education (CME) programs for the Physician Assistant (PA) and Academy membership, to promote the PA concept within the Public Health Service through education of professional and lay people, to promote similar interests in the student academies, and to encourage membership and participation in both the PHSAPA and the American Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA).
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PA’s ON THE SEAS NEEDED: The Office of Force Readiness & Deployment is trying to identify a Physician Assistant to deploy with Team 1 (April-May) for Continuing Promise 2009 aboard the USNS COMFORT (T-AH 20) mission.  Requirements for participation: Agency Concurrence, Basic Ready, Passport, Government Credit Card, No Adverse Actions, and CPO Concurrence.  RADM Milner is making a special request for PA’s for this mission and others to follow. Please contact LT Damon Smith, CDR Susan Bonfiglio and RADM Michael Milner (� HYPERLINK "mailto:damon.smith@hhs.gov" \o "mailto:damon.smith@hhs.gov
blocked::mailto:damon.smith@hhs.gov" \t "_blank" �damon.smith@hhs.gov�), (� HYPERLINK "mailto:sbonfiglio1@msn.com" ��sbonfiglio1@msn.com�), (� HYPERLINK "mailto:michael.milner@hhs.gov" ��michael.milner@hhs.gov�),  Don’t forget to visit the OFRD website to update your information and check out other cruises this summer at � HYPERLINK "http://ccrf.hhs.gov/ccrf/Missions/CP2009.htm" ��http://ccrf.hhs.gov/ccrf/Missions/CP2009.htm�  Happy sailing!
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HX OF OUR NEW HISTORIAN:


Ask and you shall receive! First of all, thank you for those of you who replied with an interest in assisting with the Historian work to be done.  LCDR Randy Grove has accepted this roll and has initiated work with AAPA and writing a draft of our first PHSAPA Archives Policy Statement.  Thank you Randy!





Pssst! Hey buddy, ya got a coin??? What’s the deal with the “coin” thing?  I mean, some people have them and some don’t. Of those that have them, some like to collect them and place them on display in their office or home, while others like to just have one or two, just in case they are “Coin checked”.  If you choose to participate in the game, the rules can be found on our website.  We sell PHSAPA COINS for a fair price and the size is manageable too! You can order yours on our website.  





CONFERENCE CALL CUE:


Our next conference call for all members/new listeners is 7 May 2009 at 8:00 pm, Eastern Time Zone, role call @ 0805 Dial in at  


866-619-7571, code 4274208
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